278

The Bevolution,

e —— T

e e s i

she Mves. But, very little of the fault of her manner
rests with herself ; it can be traced further back—back to
her parents.

There are two classes of parents who throw this gir-
upon society ; the business-immured, and the pleasurel
secking. Often found in the same family, and sometimes
in the same individual. In either caseruin isthechild’s
jnheritance ; though there are a few whom Nature be-
friends and they escape. And ihe former, cheatiug him-
gelf with the blind helief that he is doing his whole duty
in working himself to death for the interesta of his family,
1s, indeed, less culpable than he who neglects his for mere
pleasure, or for business and pleasure combined. But
the result is often no happier. Every man who marries
and assumes the responsibility of raising a family, is
morally bound to give a port:l.oéz of his time and atten-
tion to that object. .

Cynics may say what they will, but they cannot kill
the faot that women’s hearts do hunger for something
more than mere money and display.

There is a growing tendenoy, especially in America, to
‘bow down to youth and beauty, and the superior advan-
tages of education ; and the glitter of outward adorn-
ment that each generation has over the preceding one.
Thus early fostering vanity and egotism in the hearts
of the young, at the expense of reverence for age and
quist and domestic usefulness; teaching them early to
make place for wealth by croyding out worth.

Mothers are the most to blame for this ; and that class
of mothers who think they least deserve blame. For
while the fashionable mother leads her daughter into the

_{foilies and extravagancies of the world, this other, seek-
ing what ahe believes her child’s interest, pushes her for-
ward into the world, where she, young and inexpe-
risnced, must meet the temptations and follies ot life
alone, while the mother retires into the background.
And it is this girl who has no politeness, noregard for the
feelings of others ; who sweeps down her superiors.
She is the terror of all who know her, and in fact, is in far
more danger than she whose fashionable mother lends
her influence and judgment for her daughter’s guide.

Woman must learn to know herself ; to find her real
value, and her proper place, to fill and retain her true
positiop in society before she can do her part towards
righting this deplorable phase of growing society.

v. V.
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CAUSES OF THE EVIL WHICH AFFL1C18
HUMANITY.

THE foilowing communication written in most
beautifal French is translated snd published
for the benefit of readers of ‘ TeE REvoLU-

TION.”
New ORLEANS, April 7, 1868.
Susan B. Anthony, Proprietor of * The Revolution.”

‘MapaME : Our frivnd and bookseller Mons. A. Simon,
has given my husband several numbers of your journal
for March. I am not familiar with the Englishlanguage,
but my busband hss had the kinduess to translate
several; articles which have pleased us very much. He
i8 an old disciple of C. Fourier’s * Ecole societaire,’” and
on account of his principles has been exiled from France
by the Imperialists. He has instructed me in the theory
of the phalansierian association, and I have learned that
the causes of the evil which has so long afflicted soclety,
are in the individnal and diverging interests which
engender egotism, and make the strong the masters of
the weak ; that they have taken advantage of them by
means of capital, rendering the life of the workman
miserable in proportion t» the perfection of machinery,
1 understand that the male sex, which has more material
force than delicacy, has arrogated to itself the right of
imposing nupon us its 18w, the law of the strongest, and
of treating us as minors. Men have always been en-
couraged and supperted in this usurpation by the minis-
ters of all religions, themselves also, men and égolists;
and these priests in order to enjoy the authority given
them by & pretended divine right to govern the world,
have taken possession of woman’s heartin order to en-

‘glave it; to obtain from her a knowledge of family
gecrets, and to train children in the fear of God and the
devil, by threatening them with hell if they disobey the
law of the church. And thus women are made idiows
and imbeciles by those who pride themselves upon their
physical strength, and who geize the occupations of
women and claim double wages; as if the weaker wo-
man should receive less for the same smount ot work
equally well done.

1 do not, knmow, madame, whether you have derived
your ideas of demanding he rights of women, from the
phalansterian theory, or whether they have originated in
the editorial office of your journsl. 1t matters not from

what source derived, the idea is supremely good. Fourier
maintamed that it was by the elevation ‘of woman that
mankind would" attain universal happiness, for it is
maternal education which forma society. I trast you
will long persevers in your pathway—the pathway of
God—sure that you will soon hold the helm by which
to direct our poor humanity. I regret thaf death should
have taken from us lately a well-beloved relative, Louise
du Donon, who held opinions respecting effranchise-
ment perfectly in accordance with thosé of your paper.
This unhappy woman died a martyr to labor and a victim
to paternal suthority. She hes left us some memoirs
full of originality, and written with a view to the propa-
gation of social ideas. The Tribune of New Orleans and
the Liberal of Chicago, have published extracts from
them. I will send you a copy of these memoirs through
Mr. Thomas J. Durant, of Washington, and Mr. A. Bris-
bane, that you may examine them, and if you consider
them worthy to appear in your paper, I will give you the
privilege in preference to any other. These memoirs
will appear in the course of this year i French in the
Science Socwale of Paris.
Aocept madame, my respectful greetings,
HENRIETTE LoOUIS.

LIBERALISM.
——

"‘rm: word ‘Liberal’ is a most fascinating word, as
everybody knows. Who would not bea Liberal? What
generous young man would not be proud of being called
a Liberal? Consequently, things have been so fixed
that all sorts of false, crude, foolish and dangerous ideas
conceal themselves behind the word, and propagate
themselves round the world as they never could doif
they were seen in their true colors, or stood upon their
own merite alone, It is Liberal to oppose this, Liberal
to favor that, Liberal to break down this hoary itstitution,
Iiberal to go in enthusiastically for that new notion.
The wildest Revolutionists are always the fiercest Lib-
erals, and the meanest imps of evil throw the Liberal
cloak over their shoulders and pass themselves off as
angels of light.” & * L4 * *

+We might give hundreds of examples of the devil’s
cunning in using fine words to coverialse principles. But
we only desire to point out his trick, so that simple souls
may not be caught in his verbal snare.’’

In a long sarticle, recently printed in the New York
Pimes, I met with the foregol:ng opinion in regard to the
term Free-Thinker, Revolutionist, etc. Now in my es-
{imation this man’s idea is narrow-minded and illogical
in the extreme. Once in agreat while God blesses us
with & mind which is like a sweeping machine, and
whose vision is so clear, that it can eee the dust and
mould which have accumulated for years over the moral
condition of society, and because with heroic energies
they endeavor to renovate and expunge this low condition
they are called * fanatical, crazy,” and what not? The
conservative says, * Let things alone, the same platform
our fathers stood upon is good enough for us.” Yes,
but it must be swept occagionally, for the mouid and the
lichen gather, and When the planks decay. iresh timber
must be added to keep things sound and strong.

The earth and its atmospheric conditions are changing
daily, growing more and more sublimated as time goes
on; and are man's works 8o much more perfect than God’s
that they should not require renewing? We must have
the whirlwind and the tempest, the lightningand the
thunder to bathe and refresh all organic life ; it is an in-
dispensible law of nature.

The forest must be hewn before the soil can be tilled,
and the seed sown. The house must be tossed by con-
fusion before the darkened and cob-webbed wall can be
bleached and the home of tie moth destroyed.

1t is a grand thing in my estimation to be a f
to be gitted by that eagle power of discernment which
sees the cloud afar off and prepares for it; to have
that perspicuity which penetrates through the darkest
webs, noting the cause, effect, and remedy of our social
evile.

Martin Luther was called crazy and fanatical in his
time and yet he was a glory, and to-day his is one of the

all minds which are endowed with a larger degree of the
truth than that possessed by the masses.

The field must be plowed before the grain\can be
dropped in, and the seed must lie in the dirt awhile,
there to burst its cerements before it can rige above the
soil and gladden the eye by ita starry blossom—and all
this is reformatory.

The minds of men are more varied in their powers,
tastes, needs, than the flowers of he fields ; yet Con-
servatiam of oaken intellect says that the willow and the
palm should live beside him in the forest and flourish a8
he does in his own hardy soil ; but Liberalism says No!
the brookside for the willow and tropical bresthe and
ardor for the other’s needs.

The greatest of all Free«Thinkers and Reformers is
God, for He. is ever changing the face of nature by
storms and calms, by convulsions and serenity, and I
have faith that out of all commotions comes a better
state of things. ;

Then take coursge ye whom the world stigmatize as
Liberalists, Reformers -and Free Thinkers ; it is & crown
ye wear. Man may not seeit, but the angels do and glory
in its brightness—a little while and the thorns shall
lacerate no more. . L5

WOMAN’S RIGHTS.

g
THE signs of the times and the way the current sets,
all show that ten years hence, woman’s position will be
very different from what it is now. To-day, lookingat the
progressive ranks, we see a few who have had courage to
.step forward and lead the van, contesting every inch of
the ground. There are others, and these are not & few,
who have perbaps as nobly suffered ; and some who
have sacrificed their all, their health of body, strength of
mind, and wealth of soul, in the vain struggle to be what
God and nature meant they should be ;.but the great
body of American women ‘linger in the rear, asking
only what sball we wear, eat and drink, content to move
forward only as fast as it pleases Mrs. Grundy.

The woman of the nineteenth century claims & righ t
to be more than she now is ; aright to 1t;nd a nobler life ,
to think nobly, act nobly, and with her wealth endow
the next generation. She claims this for the sake of
manhood, for the sake of womanhood, and for the sake
of the years that are to come.

She claims this by the wrongs she has suffered at the
hands of man, gimply because he could never fully un-
derstand her nature ; by the burdens man has laid upon
her, because he did not understand his own true inter-
est ; by the rights she is kept out of, because she does
not even know she has them. Let a woman, single
handed and alone, take one step out of line, to grasp
‘any one of her God-given rights beyond what society ac-
cords to her, and how soon.is an iron hand laid upon
her to thrust her back to her place agamn.

What the Americar woman needs most now is physi-
cal culture, firmer health. To eecure this, she needs
plenty of fresh air exercise, and freedom fromall healih-
destroying trammels ; but how dificult, how impossible
in many cases for her to secure this!

Woman has a right to herself, a right,to the use of all
the powers and faculties God Lbas given her, a right to
the profits of her labor. She has & right to a home, and
this is the crowning glory of woman. Here she should
reign as ‘queen, not shine as an ornament, or glitter as a
tey, but as the central sun, to control, direct, beautify,
and glorify. Woman has most of the werk of her eleva-
tion to do herself. She must throw aside, or give a
second place to many of the trifles that now absorb her.

A woman who has a talent for music¢ has no right to
give it up when she marries ; she has no right to give up
the use of & single faculty God has given her, they are
worth more to her than highly seasoned dinners, marble
and rosewood, orcostly array. Her love of music goes
with her to another world, her flounces and dinners she
will leave behind. To secure health, culture, and to do
away the enormous waste of time, money, health,
strength and thought now given to dress, to the exclu-
sion of better things, there needs a reform in dress.
The artist who should successfully caricature some of
the grotesq hi of the present day would do,

proudest names enrclled on the list of that pr t
class.

He came and found vile weeds flourishing in the
church and society which poisoned all the air for those
who wers too feeble and child-like to fight their malig-
nity—and so alone, single handed Lie battled in the fleld,
uprooting, destroying, tbat those who came after him
might inhale a purer air and oull a flower whose breath
was untainted. They never knew how grand a soul he
had in his time, for they were too blind to see it, but we
¥mow to day, having grown since then and had our
moral discernment quickened. And such is ;the fate of
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woman service. It is .a bitter satire on woman’s weak-
ness, to notice in how much better taste man’s dress is
than woman's. (Women are the only animals except the
monkey that will put on outside gearenly to make fools
of themselves.) *

Woman’s dress should be feminine, not masculine ,
but it should provide for the health, comfort, freedom
and ease of the wearer, should be marked by neatness,
modesty, good taste and simplicity. These come within
the reach of all, and tJ these may be added, as much of
elegance, ri chness, ornementation, as befits the wearer
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