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lheee illfamous laws aft'oot her. When ·a wife
bali a c.-hil.and political em!enoe, we inaj talk
of a digoified legal marrial:e relation, but DO
one, fresh from the reading of even our reviled
statutes of to-dat; 08D feel a "8fY -profound respect for an ilistitntion in which woman is a
"fmt.nu cov6rl, "aub potulll~ vlri." _ .
Sd. The IIOCial customs that are the out.
pwtha of .these false creeds and codee are
i.like degrading to woman, demorabzing.to the
race, and da.n·gerous to the state. Marrillge, today, is in no way "lliewed as ·an equsl partnership, intended for the equal advantage and hap
pin888 of both parties. Nearly e-.ery man feels
that his wife is his property, whose first duty,
under all circumstsnces, is to gratify his paseio~ without the least reference to her own
health and happiness, or the welfare of their
otrspring; and 80 enfeebled is woman's judg.
ment and moral sense from long abuse, tbatsbe
belie't'eL 80 too, and quotes from the Bible to
pro"lle her on degradation.
'
A physical UJiion which should be the conliUmm&tion merely of a spiritus.I1or intellectnal
IIY!Dpathy, respect and frien~p, in far too
lliany Cllll88 conatitntee all there is of marriage,
·ani! womau conaents to hand down, with no
feelinge of guilt or Bin, the odioll!l moral and
physical deformitiee and diseaaes of any man
whom aooident or necessity may ha"fe induced
her to marry.
The e"llils that Bow from the immorality of
snob a position-from these feeble. indifferent,
joyless, discordant UJiiona-we il8e on all Bit!.es
in di!18&11e, "llioe, crime ; in the idiot, the lunatic,
the .blind, the deaf. the dnmb ; in the melan~ho}y disastisfaotioli of the miii!B of the people who me,ke up the world. Alas! bow tew
healthy, ha~y parents and children we meet
to-day, under our present marriage system I
I.e our IICioial etste 80 perfect that we should fear
any change, any new light, disoUSirion and impronment?
But bow, say you, can the relations of the
sexes be impro"fed? Exalt woman, make her
the ao"f.ereign and not the alave of the fireside.
Blot out all 'y our infamons creeds and codes
~t degrade her in her own eyes, as well as in
the estimation of the man by her side. Help
her to be an independent, "llirtuous, self-supporting being, by gi'l'ing her a free pass in the
world of work and thought wherever she has
the power to stand. · Then she will no longer
degrade marriage, by accepting it as a pecuniary neoeesity, but, in freedom, will oboorie
the father of her children more wisely than she
doee to-day. When she understands the ecience
of life, the laws of reproduction, that like begets
like, the lower orders of mankind will he at a dis..
count. When women demand health, virtue, and
brains in men i1111tead of a long purse, the supply
will equsl the demand. "You oan'tmake a soldier," Mid Napoleon, " out of a sick man. •
Neither can yoa make happy marriages out of
eiolt inen and women. We cannot han unions,''
uya Emerson, " until we ftrst have units."
The primal conditions of true marriage are
moral allP phywical health. Equslity, eel f.
respect, independence, are as neoeeaary to the
health of the mind 1111 freedom of locomotion is
tn the body• .
Until men and women n ew each other as
equa1e, and ere wise enough to apply the same
laws of science to themselves that have already
80 greatly improved the lower animals, we shall
have infantimde,.prostitntion, divorce, celibaoy,
and marriage will be, in most CUM, a long, hard
atruggle to make the but of a bad bargain.
E.0.8.

WHAT PVBSIBLB· VALUE WOULD
I:JUP'FJUGE BB TO WOMAN?
Wz a~e often asked the question, "On what
do yo1J base your assertion that the ballot oan
achieve so much for woman. It has not," say
they, "done much, tor man ; in this country all
white men ~ote, yet the m@SIIBS are wretchedly
fed, housed, clothed ani poorly paid for thetr
labor. Ignorant alike of social and polltloal
eoonomy, their voting is a mere form ; praotionlly they have no more to do with the gonmment than the masses in the old world who
have no representation whatever."
Tbese wholesale philoeop hers, and we meet
them every dey, are inoapable of any patient
process of analytical reasoning. If the moment a man is endowed with the Su1frage he
does not spring up iilto knowledge, virtue,
wealth and p osition, then the right amounts
to nothing. If a generation of ignorant, degraded men, whose noses have been held to tlie
grind-stone all their dsys, do not vote at on~e
with the wisdom of statesmen. then Universal
Sntfrage is a failure, and the deepot and the
dagger t~e true government.
The careful reader of history will see. that
with every new ertension of rights a new step
in civilization has been tsken, and that UJii.
forml3 those nations have been most p rosperous
where ~be greatest number of the people .have
been recogruzed in the government. Contrast
China with RU88ia. England with the United
States. Where the few govern, the legislation is
for the advantage of the few. Where the many
govern the legielation will gradually booome
more ancl more for the advantage of the many,
liB fast as the many know enough to demand
laws for their own benefit. This knowledge
oomes from an education in politics ; and a bellot in a man's hand and the responsibility.of
using it, is the first step in thts education.
Even if a man sells his ballot, there is power in
possessing something that a politician must
have or perish. The Southem slaves mW!t bJ.n
aoq111red a new dignity in the seale of beinv
when Judge Kelley and Senator Wilson travelled
all through the south to preach to them on politioal question~.
The thinkiag men of England, as they philosophize on the abuses of their government,
see plainly that the only way to abolish an orc'er
of nobility, a law of primogeniture a11d an established church, is to give the masses a rigb t
by theu votes to pitch this triple power into tbe
channel ; for all the bulwarks of anstooracy wilL
one by one, he swept away with the education
and enfranchisement of the people. Gladstone,
John Bright and John Stnart Mill see nlearly
that the pri"llilegee of the few can be extended
to the many only by the legislation of the many.
All the benefioial results of the broad priJlciples
they are advocating to-day, may not be fully
realized in a generation, but, to the philosophical mind, they are as true now as if already
achieved.
The greateet minds in this country too, hnve
made most exbaustive arguments to prove the
power of 'the ballot and recognized the equality
of all citi,zena, 1n our Deolaration of Rights. in
e:rteQding suffrage to all white men, and in tho
proposition to farther extend it to aU bh\ck
men. The great republican
(in which 'are
uiany of the ablest men ot the nation) declare
that emancipation 't o the black man is a mockery,
without the .Sa4'rage. 'When the thinking
minds on both oontinent.' are agreed as tO the
·power of the ballot in the hand of every, man

party

it ie 'surprising-to bfar educated Americans aa1t ,
"What poe5ible value would · Suffrage he to
woman ? " When, in the British Parliament, the
su1Irage wM ertended to a million new voters,
even Lord Derby and Disraali, who were opposed to the measure, said al onct, now, if
thl~ cliss aie to vote, we must establish schools
for their education, showing the increased inlportance of every man who hns a voice in the
government, and the new interest of .be rulers
in his education. Where all vote all must be
educated ; our public school system ill the result
of this priuoiple in our government. When
women vote, Har..ard, Yale and Prin=eton will
throw wide open their doors.
Women are not anom!!}ous beings ·oa.tside all
law, that one need make any special argume,nts
to prove that what elevates and digni.fies man
will educate and di~y woman alao. When
she exercises her right of Suffrage, she will
study the seience of government, gain new im•
portance in the eyes of politicians, and have a
free pass in the world of work. If the masses
knew their power, they could turn the whole
legislation of this country to their own advantage, and drive poverty, rags and ignorance into
the Pacific Ocean. If thev would learn wisdom
in the Nation"! Labor Conventions and not sell
their votes to politic~f tricksters, a system of
F inance, Trade and Commerce, and Oc-op<>ration could soon be established that would se.
cure the rights of Labor and pat an end to the
concentration of wealth in the hands ol' the
few.
Labor holds the ballot now, let it learn how
to use it. Educated women know how to uee
it now, let them hllve it.
E. o. e.

THE ANNA DII.'KI NBON OF THE WES2.
THE followin~ correspondence between
Lieut.-Gov. Stanard aud other gentlemen with
Miss Pboobe W. Cozzens explains itself:
ST. LQtnS, March 18th, l8S9.
To Mtu Pllcna W. COZZENS. St,. Louts. Mo. :
Mus CoZZDB : Heartily appredatlog tbe ability dll·
pllyed In your e11orta t~ secure to woa:&ll the eleotivo
ttancllJ.Je, and those quaUttes which bave been com.
biDed with lhlo to gain lor you a very bigb reputation #8
n writer and debater, &lid delllring as well to testilY
our appreciation of your dforta u to eeeure to onraelvee
the pleasure or bearing you, we unite in ·cordially·inTit·
ine you to deliver ao address 1n St. Louia, at euch time
and place aa Will su1t your own conve:l.ienc~.
E. 0. STANARD, and othora.

ST. LotnS, March 29, 188Q.
IJeut.·Gov. Sr~un, B on. JoHN M. Knmr, Bev. W.
G. EL:ro:r, Rev. JOHN MoNTBl'l'B, Bon. EM:a. PBUTO--

:aroe &lid. oth~ :
GZI<'l'LB>UN : Your very eompllmentary letter of the
18th lllst&llt bas beOD received. I th&llk you lor the
honor conferred upon me. lo your high appreciation or
my eltortslll behalf of woman.
It will g1ve me groat ploaoure w comply with your
reqnsst, aud I will deUver., addroos upon tbat s• '!Uoct
at Mor..,We Library Hall on TU•ad&y evening, March

. SOtb.

With blgb roepect, I am gentlemen,
Youre 'fery 1ru11 ,
PBamJ: w. COZZJ:NO.

Miss Cozzens is a charming girl, about
twentyyears of age. We hope to have the
·pleasure of listening to her hero in New York, at
the Woman's Convention in May. She is now
studying lew in St. Louis, and is a student of
great promise.

Tm: followiJlg shows pro6J'ess on tho part of
the London Morning 814r :
· Tb& Vit:lorla. Jlagarin1 ill, ""' think, illogical in Ita rebe thrOWll \

commOrJCI&aon that, obould the clvll llt'rvico

open to both sues, married women oboutd be conoid·
ered tne)lg!ble for appolntme~tl th~wltb connected.

