
Birthplace Banner 
Th e Susan B. Anthony Birthplace Museum

LECTURE SERIES: All Girls Allowed 
Director Speaks Out on Gendercide

Brian Lee, executive director for the 
Boston-based education and advocacy group 
All Girls Allowed, spoke on October 23 
about human rights and gendercide in China.  
His talk was part of the Birthplace Museum’s  
2011 lecture series.

Lee, who studied prenatal sex selection at 
Harvard University, discussed the impact of 
China’s one-child policy, instituted 30 years 
ago, and how it contributes to gendercide, the 
systematic killing of girls by the millions.

Lee compared Chai Ling, founder of All Girls 
Allowed and the only female leader at the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
Democracy Movement, with Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906), tireless 
fi ghter for human rights and the vote for women.

“If Susan B. Anthony could be with us today,” said Lee, “I believe she 
would be doing the very thing Chai Ling has taken on as her life mission: 
rescuing girls and mothers from China’s One-Child Policy and from gen-
dercide.  Just as suffrage represented the inherent life, value and dignity 
of women in America and their contribution to this society, so also do the 
women of China deserve that same recognition. But they not only lack the 
ability to vote—they are denied the most basic of rights, the right to life.”

“Girls are disappearing by the millions because of prenatal sex selection, 
and Chai Ling believes that it must and can end.  This same audacity of 
vision was what enabled Susan B. Anthony to inspire millions of  Ameri-
cans to recognize the inherent worth of every female,” said Lee in his talk.

Nominated twice for the Nobel Peace Prize, Ling recently published her 
story, A Heart for Freedom (Tyndale House Publishers, 2011), where 
she describes her harrowing escape out of China and her quest against 
gendercide.  You can purchase Ling’s newly released book at the 
Birthplace Museum gift shop.

Susan B. Anthony, where are you? 
Oh, where could that young girl be? 

Picking fl owers in the meadow? 
Resting in the shade of a t ee?

ACT NOW!  THE BIRTHPLACE BENEFIT  
WILL END ON DECEMBER 31

Good news!  Th ere is still time to order from the 
Birthplace Benefi t before it ends on December 31! 
Looking for a special gift?  How about Golf Lessons 
with a PGA Pro?  Autographed photos of Baseball 
Legends?  A Handmade Quilt?  An autographed 
movie poster signed by Actress Emma Stone and 
Actor/Musician Teddy Geiger?

SUPPORT THE BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM
Your monetary contributions enable the Susan B.
Anthony Birthplace Museum to provide exhibits, 
support events and community programs and maintain 
the historic house.  See page 3 for details.

FALL  2011                                                                            www.susanbanthonybirthplace.org                                                                                    

MUSEUM & GIFT SHOP HOURS 
FALL/WINTER (Columbus Day-Memorial Day) 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Th ursday-Saturday

SPRING/SUMMER  (Memorial Day-Columbus Day)
10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Th ursday-Monday

Adults: $5.  Seniors & Students: $3. Children 6 & Under:  Free

Call to arrange private tours: 413-743-7121.

To learn more about these original pieces of lawn decor, 
featuring Susan B. Anthony as a child, see page 4.

Brian Lee,  Exec. Director, 
All Girls Allowed

This year’s speakers included Emily Button, anthropologist from Brown University, 
Birthplace Museum site manager Sean Carollo (pictured speaking at Mt. Greylock’s 
Bascom Lodge), MCLA  Women’s Studies Professor Emeritus Donald Pecor, and local 
history tour guide Paul Marino (not shown).

Brian Lee calls Chai Ling, founder of AGA and author of 
A Heart for Freedom, the “Susan B. Anthony of our time”. 



INTERN RESEARCH NOT “RUN OF THE MILL”   

As an intern at the Susan B. Anthony Birthplace, one of 
my projects has been the study of the cotton mill built by 
Daniel Anthony, (1794-1862) father of Susan B. Anthony, 
while the family was living in Adams. Fortunately, although I 
was unable to resolve the mill’s original location or subsequent 
fate, its mechanics proved easier to unravel.  What follows is 
my interpretation of how Daniel’s mill functioned, based on 
descriptions of its construction, as well as information about 
cotton manufacture and examples of similar mills from that era.

While details of its history vary, at least three sources exhibit 
consistency in their description of the building. In his 1885 
publication Gazetteer of Berkshire County, Mass., Hamil-
ton Child calls the mill a “pump log factory” and describes a 
building located on Tophet Brook, near the Anthony home. 
Th e structure was “40 by 30 feet, three and one-half stories in 
height for the manufacture of cotton yarn. Th e water was thrown 
upon a wheel twenty-six feet in diameter, on a level with the 
third story.”  

Th e description in the Town’s own Auto Tour of Historic Places 
(2009) echoes Child’s as does that of Joseph Addison Wilk in 
his A History of Adams, Massachusetts, published in 1945. 
For the purposes of visualization, a 40x30 foot building is similar 
in size to a modern three-bay garage.

Th ere are two basic kinds of water wheels; vertical and horizontal. 
Horizontal wheels are powered by a stream of water that pushes 
against vanes one side of the wheel.  Vertical wheels are powered 
by water pushing against the top or bottom of the wheel. When 
the water passes under the bottom of the wheel this is known 
as an undershot wheel; water falling onto the top or front edge 
of the wheel is known as overshot wheel.  Anthony’s wheel is 
described as being of the overshot variety, and because overshot 
wheels require water to be transported to the top of the wheel, 
then some sort of structure would have to exist for this purpose.
A very small stream named Read (sometimes spelled “Reed”) 

Intern Taylor Bye received a grant from Dickinson University (PA), to 
conduct historical research for the Birthplace Museum in 2011. 
A senior at Dickinson, Bye comes from Cummington, MA.  In 2010 he 
worked to restore a 10th century barn at Berkshire Barns in Dalton, MA. 

Brook runs behind the Birthplace 
on the East side of East Road, while 
Tophet Brook is on the West.    

Susan B. Anthony is said to have 
commented that her mother’s wash-
ing in the stream interrupted power 
to her father’s mill.  Th is could only 
occur if water from Read Brook 
was the power source.  A close ex-
amination of Ida Husted Harper’s Life and Work of Susan B. 
Anthony (1898) confi rms this theory. She describes a document or 
deed whereby Daniel Anthony purchased “water rights” from his 
father-in-law, Daniel Read, across whose land Read Brook fl owed. 
In the same section she describes an “aqueduct” of “hollow logs” 
that transported the water to the wheel. Th e pipeline would have 
had to cross East Road, an important local road now connect-
ing Adams with Cheshire to the South, and North Adams in the 
North. Water from the pipes then turned the wheel, which turned 
a set of gears, thus providing mechanical power for the looms or 
spinning machines operated inside. Th e machines were operated 
by local girls, and some of these girls are known to have boarded at 
the Anthony house while employed at the mill.

Despite the evidence in favor of this theory, discrepancies do 
exist. For example, Harper says the mill was producing cotton 
cloth, while Child and Wilk describe the product as cotton yarn.

Other questions about the mill remain entirely unanswered, 
such as its precise location on Tophet Brook, or fate after the 
Anthony’s moved to New York in 1826. We at the museum hope 
to uncover these answers sometime in the near future.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A REWARDING INTERNSHIP? 

In 2011, the Birthplace Museum hosted six other college in-
terns from fi ve states (Connecticut, Michigan, New York, Utah, 
and Massachusetts): Nick Deluca, Ari Kerstein, Nan Nan Li, Carole 
Lupi, Devon Thorsby and Victoria Tucci.  

For information about 2012 internships, call 413-743-7121 or 
visit www.susanbanthonybirthplace.org.

ON THE ROAD: TRAVELING EXHIBITS FOR 
YOUR NEXT EVENT 

To commemorate the August 26th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment, the Birthplace Museum traveling exhibit 
“Winning the Vote” was displayed from August 12-September 
4 in the lobby of the Westchester County (NY) Legislative 
Offi  ce Building (pictured on the right). 

The Birthplace Museum also has a traveling exhibit called 
“Opposition To Restellism.”  Both exhibits are powerful 
education tools suitable for schools, libraries and conferences. 
For rental information, visit:

www.susanbanthonybirthplace.com/travelingExhibits.shtml

VOLUNTEERS, SAVE THE DATE!!
The Birthplace Museum will be hosting its annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on January 14, 2012.   
We are grateful for all you do!
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2012 BIRTHPLACE EVENT SERIES
PEACE, JUSTICE AND WOMEN-CHANGING THE WORLD

The Birthplace Museum kicks off  its 2012 event series to celebrate Susan B. 
Anthony’s birthday on Sunday, February19 at 3:00 pm, at the Adams Free 
Library, 92 Park Street with a performance of an original song cycle, “Only 
the Message Mattered” by songwriter/musician Bob Warren. The series 
continues, June through October. The public is invited to all events free of charge.

Creating an atmospheric and dramatic story, “Only the Message Mattered” 
depicts Anthony’s arrest for voting in 1872 and her conviction in the strug-
gle for women’s rights. The piece, for piano, cello, and voices, performed by 
musicians wearing simple Quaker costumes, will help the audience 
understand Anthony’s Quaker background and appreciate her convictions 
and resolve. 

Other events in the series include talks by:

• Activist/author/scholar Rachel MacNair, Ph.D. will share her personal 
refl ections on Quaker values and discuss Anthony’s Quaker roots and 
how they formed her fi ght for equality

• Author and recipient of the Mom’s Choice Award, Jeanne Gehret 
(Susan B. Anthony and Justice for All) will present “Bedbugs and Mobs: The 
Travels of Susan B. Anthony” 

• Author Penny Coleman (Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony: 
A Friendship that Changed the World) tells the compelling story of the 
friendship between Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony—
a friendship that changed the world

• Retired teacher Bruce Kagan gives a fast-moving program, “Women’s 
Rights: The Struggle for the Vote,” of digital pictures punctuated by the 
world’s most famous musicians (Neil Diamond, Aretha Franklin, Billie 
Holiday, James Brown and the Beatles).  Kagan will take the audience on a 
tour of signifi cant people and places in the fi ght for women’s rights.

These events will be sure to interest people of all ages.  Events are interac-
tive, encouraging audience participation. For a complete list of events, times 
and dates, visit www.susanbanthonybirthplace.org.

MEMBERSHIP PACKAGE Please choose one
A full explanation of membership benefi ts are listed on page 4.

____  $25  Individual Membership
____  $50  Family Membership
____$125  Sustainer Membership
____$___ Other Donation

MAIL YOUR CHECK TO:

SUSAN B. ANTHONY BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM
67 East Road - PO Box 244

 Adams, MA 01220

WWW.SUSANBANTHONYBIRTHPLACE.ORG

SIGN US UP! We want to become members of the Susan B. Anthony Birthplace  - or-  renew our membership.
  Mr.    Mrs.     Ms.   Miss    

Name: ____________________________________________
              Individual / Family Member

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: (              ) _________ - __________ E-Mail Address:______________________________________

  I/we prefer NOT to be listed in museum publications.

          I am interested in the volunteer/docent program.

A FEW OF OUR PRESENTERS

Series presenters include: Activist/author/scholar Rachel 
MacNair, (top left); author Jeanne Gehret; performance 
artists for “Only the Music Mattered.”

VOLUNTEER  SPOTLIGHTVOLUNTEER

• Prudy’s hobby is quilting, which she 
has been doing “for years and years 
and years”. 

• Prudy’s favorite movie(s) is the 
Bourne Trilogy.  A close second is 
Gone with the Wind.

• Prudy’s favorite part of the museum 
is the kitchen, fi replace/hearth, and 
how daily life was lived during the mid 19th century.

• The Bible is her favorite, and most recently read, book.

• What a family!   Prudy and her husband raised 3 
children.  She now has 11 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren.

Thank you, Prudy, for your contribution to the 
Susan B. Anthony Birthplace Museum!

Prudence (Prudy) Gavel has been 
volunteering in the  gift shop for two 
years.  Here are a few facts about our 
volunteer in the spotlight! 
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ABOUT THE SUSAN B. ANTHONY 
BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM
In 2006 Birthplace Museum 
founders took on the task of 
restoring the house, which 
had been vacant for 11 years 
and formally privately owned. 
Th e SBA Birthplace Museum
opened in the spring of 2010. 

Th is rural, Federal-style home, 
now listed in the National 
Register, contains a portrait gallery, legacy room, and birthing 
room — depicting family and work life in the early 1800s—as well 
as authentic period pieces, ephemera, and a detailed timeline. 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM
67 East Road

 Adams, MA 01220
 413.743.7121 | 413.895.0472 (Fax) 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM SUSAN B. ANTHONY BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM
P.O. BOX 244 - 67 EAST ROAD

ADAMS, MA 01220

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP: JOIN NOW

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $25
• Free admission to the Birthplace Museum for one year.
• Advance notice to any special event, such as a speaker, dinner, or 

wine and cheese evening, and a 10% discount off  the price of admission

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $50
• Includes all of the above privileges for two adults in a household, 

plus all under 18 who accompany them.

SUSTAINER MEMBERSHIP $125
• Includes all the benefi ts of a Family Membership
• North American Reciprocal Museum (NARM) privileges. NARM 

membership extends the standard set of membership benefi ts to a 
network of over 400 other museums in the U.S. and Canada.  
A member in any participating museum gains the free admission 
and store discount of a museum member at that institution.

• Four complementary passes for use by other adults.
• An 11x17 inches copy of Susan B. Anthony’s childhood image.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE BIRTHPLACE AT  413-743-7121, OR 

E-MAIL US AT INFO@SUSANBANTHONYBIRTHPLACE.ORG.

Look for a young Susan picking fl owers, reading in 
the garden or helping with chores on the homestead.  
Life-sized images were created this summer by intern and 
artist NanNan Li (pictured right) from Williams College, 
Williamstown, MA. Th e images are sure to enchant both 
children and adults. 

   OUR NEW “GROUNDSKEEPER”

-- Printed images of Susan B. Anthony as a child, 
created by local digital artists, make the perfect 
gift and are now available in the gift shop!           

The Gift Shop is Open

Also available: Reading materials, textiles by 
local Berkshire women artists, children’s toys,  
and more!

Nan Nan Li creating images of 6-year-old Susan.


